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The controversy raised between the left-and right-wing overseas 
Chinese in Melaya by Tan Kah Kee's September telagram to President 
Truman, General Marshall and Ambassador Leighton was quickly and 
skillfuliy exploited by the Ching Democratic League, with the 
sapport of the Malayan Communist Party, and by the ex-MPAJA members 
and other left-wing organizaticns. t 
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Tan Kah Kee's telegram demanded immediate withdraval of American 
forces im Chine and cessation of american military aid in the form 
of supplies te tne Central Gevernment. The left-wing Chinese 
organizations in Malaya came cut in support of Tan. One of the 
iupoertant aspects of this internal Chinese conflict was that the 
left-wing crganizations are merely using and exploiting the 
american issue as a means to increase their strength azong the { 
overseas Chinese. 


A nformant stated last May that he did not anticipate 

any growing popularity of the China Democratic League in Malaya, 
as most of its leaders were formerly connected with the Malayan 
Communist Party. Although the CDL in Malaya cléims a middle road 
between the Kuomintang and the Communists, its key members are 
stL41 all ex-Commnists. his fact disecuraged a large number 

o. non-party Chinese moderates, who might otherwise have joined 
the CDL, It was not until the and of duly 1946, when Tan Kah Kee 
decided to support the China Democratic League, that the CDL began 
to grow vy taking In some of Zan's followers. Many moderate 
non-papty Chinese still hoped Tan would be able to establish a 
distinct liberal party by drawing on the support of the large 
middle-class "white-collar", Malayan-born Chinese, but this failed to 
occur. At present the CDL is a Gommunistuinfluenced organization 
using a liberal, third party political program for cover, It igs 
believed that in their condemnation of the Central Government they 
aiiensted the feelings of a large number of Chinese who, although | 
nat pro-Central Government, stili have a high regard for Chiang 
Kai-shek and resented personal attacks directed at him, 


Several highly-placed KMT Chinese do not consider the expansion 
er the CDL an important factor in the poitical factor. 
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« sample poll of the right wing Chinese who are not members 
ot the Kuomintang and who generally do not participate in 
politics, revealed the following: 
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They iook wnon imerican assistance and the presence of 
4merican troops on Chinese soil as. en expedient, to cease 
when the conflict is settled. They realize the faults 
and sherteouings of the Central Government, but prefer 
its continuation to the unknown program of the Communists 
with their beckground of Russian domination, 


To a certain extent they distrust american motives and 
interests in the conflict and fear that the United Stetes 
Government may continue to interfere with China's internal 
policies and rroblems. 


They believe that e coalition government is impossible in 
China and that the armed conflict is unavoidable. Here 
ogain they resent 4merican interference in trying te arbi- 
trate a truce, instead of confining themselves to aid and 
assistance to the Central Government, 


They secretly admire some of the principles and personal 
integrity of Mao Tse-tung, whom they consider a scholar and 
a phiisosopher. ‘They regret the Central Government is not 


broad-mindec encugh to incorporate some of those ideas with 


regard to the lower classes, especially the peasants. 


They consider the Chinese family system the root of all 

evil and responsible for the wide-spread bribery and corruption 
among Civil servants, They admire the ruthless efficiency 
standarésof the pre-war Japanese, who managed to overcome 
clennish family intererence in government, business and 
industry. 


They wre in deadly fear of Russian Communism, Their ideas 

of Communisn are besed mainly on their personal experiences 

and knowledge of ‘the activities of the local Communist party, 
which @re purely on an economic level, In other words, their 
conception of the Communist Party is the local Communist, 
who accumulates enourn funds through blackmail and intimidation 
and then "resigns" te become a law-abiding citizen, 


They fear that conflicting dAmerican-Russian interests may lead 
to an atomic war which, in the Far Bast, vill be largely 
fought ‘on Chinese soil. 


They fear that the Central Covernment has already become too _ 
gependent upon american aid and advice and that in the cistant 
future the Far Bast (i.e. China, Japan and the Philiprines) 
will become the “backyard" of d4merica, with Chine oc Gu pyeng~ 
the position of a mere satellite, ; 
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